
 

 

                                                                   

The port of Piombino closed the first half of 2020, compared to the same period 

last year with a total throughput of about 1.5 million tonnes, down 39.9% on 

2019. In comparison with last year, there were almost 1 million tonnes less 

handled by the port of call, over 700 thousand tonnes of which were handled in 

the months of April and May. 

 

 

With the month of June and fewer restrictions on the mobility of people/market, 

however, the port's overall traffic has started to improve, as can be seen from 

the graph below, which shows the monthly turnover in 2019 and 2020. 

 

2020 - JAN/JUN 38.401 743.143 684.160 191 1.465.895

2019 - JAN/JUN 42.356 1.126.212 1.258.935 12.985 2.440.488

Diff. % 2020/2019 -9,3% -34,0% -45,7% -98,5% -39,9%
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All traffic sectors registered a downturn  and the most important 

downward trend, in absolute terms of tonnage throughput, was recorded for the 

ro/ro  sector with about 575 thousand tons less unloaded/loaded (-45.7%) and 

for the dry  bulk sector which was down by  over 380 thousand tonnes (-34%). 

Together the two sectors constitute over 97% of the total port traffic. The ro/ro  

sector, which accounts for about 50% of the port's throughput, also recorded a 

negative trend  in terms of the number commercial vehicles (driven and semi-

trailers) handled. In the first six months of the year, the vehicles 

disembarked/embarked were, in units, 32,856 against 47,828 in 2019, almost 15 

thousand vehicles less, the equivalent of - 31.3%. It should be noted that, 

compared to 2019, the months of January and February had closed positively 

and the overall decrease is attributable to the lockdown months and in particular 

the month of April, where the traffic plummeted by  70.6% with volumes equal 

to one third of those handled last year. Since June, some departures from/to 

Sardinia of ro/pax ships have been recorded again. 

 



   

 

As previously mentioned, in these first six months of the year all other 

traffic sectors were also down compared to 2019, with the worst performance 

recorded by other general cargo (-98.5%), even though they are residual volumes 

of goods in terms of tonnes handled. There was also a downturn in both dry and 

liquid bulk goods, down by 9.3% and 34% respectively.  

Overall, as previously stated, the downward trend was particularly 

significant, especially for dry bulk, which, as a result of the lockdown and the 

consequent slowdown in production, totaled an overall drop of over 383 

thousand tons handled, over 330 thousand of which in April and May alone. 

 



   

 

Negative data for passengers also, with a total of 483,228 units 

disembarked/embarked in the first half of 2020. Overall, there was a 59.1% drop 

compared to 2019, amounting to almost 700 thousand fewer passengers. As for 

the ro/ro sector, it should be noted that the first two months of the year closed 

positively with over 15 thousand passengers more than in January and February 

2019 embarking/disembarking from the port (+9.6%). 

From the month of March onwards , however, following the measures taken by 

Ministry for Infrastructure & Transport  to reduce the mobility of people in the 

context of the Covid-19 health emergency, there was a downturn with over  84 

thousand fewer passengers in March, 213 thousand fewer in April and over  190 

thousand fewer in May than in 2019. In percentage terms the downward trends 

recorded in March, April and May were 75%, 96% and 50.7% respectively. 

 

 

Since June, although the figures are always obviously negative, we can, however, 

highlight a reversal in the trend in terms of downturns, which will need to be 

verified in the coming summer months. 

 



   

 

For the cruise sector, at a complete standstill, the comparison with last year 

obviously is a 100% down which in terms of calls means 3 ships fewer compared 

to 2019. 

Pax Vessels Pax Vessels Pax % Vessels %

January 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 -

February 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 -

March 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 -

April 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 -

May 0 0 0 0 0 - 0 -

June 0 0 5.098 3 -5098 -100,0% -3 -100,0%

Total 0 0 5.098 3 -5.098 - -3 -

Month
2020 2019 Absolute and percentage difference


