
 

 

                                                                   

In the first four-months of 2020, compared to 2019, the number of calls in the 

port of Livorno were down for all types of vessels, with the sole exception of 

ships carrying forestry products, which were up (57 calls in 2020 compared to 47 

calls in 2019). The overall downturn in the port, in terms of berths, was 19% with 

1,859 ships arriving and berthing against 2,296 in 2019. In the month of April, 

the reduction in the number of calls per ship was more accentuated compared 

to the previous months (222 fewer calls, equal to a 36.7% drop). The situation is 

therefore getting worse. In fact, the first quarter closed with a 12% decrease.   

 

 

 



   

 

In the first four months of the year, the number of berths in comparison with last 

year's figures was down by: 

-   13,3% for tankers and gas tankers: (176 calls in 2020 compared to 203 in 2019); 

-   16% for dry bulk carriers: (42 calls in 2020 compared to 50 in 2019); 

-   8% for Ro/Ro vessels: (542 calls in 2020 compared to 589 in 2019); 

-   13,6% for car carriers: (121 calls in 2020 compared to 140 in 2019); 

-   15% for full containerships: (232 calls in 2020 compared to 273 in 2019); 

-   81,3% Cruiseships: (9 calls in 2020 compared to 48 in 2019); 

-   27,6% Ferries and ro/pax: (636 calls in 2020 compared to 878 in 2019). 

 

 

The most penalized sector is obviously the one linked to passenger traffic (ferries 

and cruises) following the suspension of maritime transport by decrees issued 

by the Ministry for Transport and Infrastructure and the Ministry of Health 

from/to Sardinia (14.03), from/to Sicily (16.03) and cruise ships (19.03). Overall, 

Ships type JAN - APR 2020 JAN - APR 2019 Diff. %

Tankers 176 203 -13,3%

Bulk carriers 42 50 -16,0%

General cargo 996 1.117 -10,8%

Ro/Ro 542 589 -8,0%

Car carriers 121 140 -13,6%

Forest products 57 47 21,3%

Container ships 232 273 -15,0%

Other ships 44 68 -35,3%

Passengers 645 926 -30,3%

Cruise 9 48 -81,3%

Ferries & Ropax 636 878 -27,6%

Total 1.859 2.296 -19,0%



   

 

the first four months of the year closed with a 30.3% drop for the entire sector 

but, for cruise activity, due to the general shutdown of the market, the results 

are much worse. The monthly trend, for cruise ships, obviously shows the 

plummet recorded from the month of March onwards with the cancellation of 

all calls scheduled for 2020; 8 for March and 29 for April.   

In the cruise sector, the first four months of 2020 closed with 39 fewer calls than 

in 2019 and a sharp drop of 81.3%. Similarly, in the ferry and ro/pax sector, the 

situation has progressively deteriorated since March (-34%) with a -55% 

downturn in April. Even if in the first 2 months of the year there had already been 

an average monthly decrease of 8%, the first four months of the year ended with 

242 fewer calls, 132 of which in April alone, due to an overall setback of -27.6% 

in the sector (in the first quarter there had been a 17% loss). 



   

 

It should also be noted that ferry passenger traffic from the port of Livorno to 

the islands is currently limited only to certain services to/from Olbia by the 

Grimaldi shipping company, to/from the island of Capraia by TO.RE.MAR. and 

to/from Bastia by Corsica Ferries with obviously reduced frequencies. 

In the ro/ro sector, after a 4.3% drop in the number of calls at the end of Q1, the 

downturn over the first four months was -8%. The monthly analysis shows that 

the biggest decline was recorded in April, when there were 28 fewer steps/ships 

(-19.3 in percentage terms) compared to last year. A similar trend can be seen 

for car carriers that had closed the first quarter with a substantially balanced first 

quarter in terms of stopovers (104 in 2020 compared to 105 in 2019). In the 

month of April, in fact, arrivals were practically halved compared to last year (no. 

17 in 2020 compared to no. 35 in 2019), equal to a drop of 51.4%. This brought 

the entire quarter to a negative end with - 13.6%. 

For full containerships, the month of April did not affect the trend so negatively 

compared to other sectors. In the first four months of 2020, as in the first quarter 

of the year, the total number of calls fell by 15%, from 273 in 2019 to 232 in 

2020. On average, about 10 fewer ships were registered per month. Whether 

the impact of the reduction in frequencies and the changes in service 

configurations that many shipping companies have announced due to the 



   

 

influence of the Covid-19 pandemic on demand will effectively lead to a further 

decline as expected by many analysts (for the port of Livorno an example is the 

MGX service of Hapag-Lloyd) has yet to be verified. 

Ships transporting forest products, as highlighted above, are the only type of 

vessels going against the trend with an increase the number of calls. In the first 

four months of 2020, there were 57 berths compared to 47 in 2019, showing an 

increase of 21% and improving the result of the first quarter, which was +17%. 

The reversal of the trend that was recorded in March with 5 fewer calls than in 

March 2019 was not confirmed in April, when a new increase in the number of 

arrivals was recorded (16 in 2020 against 12 in 2019). 

For bulk carriers, the downturn in the first four months of the year was -13.3% 

for liquid bulk carriers and -16% for solid bulk carriers. For both types of vessels, 



   

 

however, there was a reverse trend in the month of April.  Whether this is going 

to continue over the coming months will have to be verified. For oil tankers and 

gas tankers, in fact, after negative monthly results, in terms of number of calls, 

in April the number of vessels berthed in the port increased (48 in April 2020 

compared to 45 in 2019).For bulk carriers, on the other hand, the month of April 

was substantially the same as last year with 13 stopovers in both 2020 and 2019. 

As a result of the performance in April, the results at the end of the first four 

months of the year improved slightly compared to the first quarter. 

 

 


